
ST. ALWYN’S BELL TOWER 
REDUCED TO ASHES

LIGHTNING STRIKE SHAT TERS BELFRY; 
HISTORIC BRONZE BELL DESTROYED

W i tnesses  re -
port  that 
the  f i re 

spread  with  unnatu-
ra l  haste ,  cas t ing  an 
orange  g low across 
the  square .  Par i sh-
io ners  and townsfolk 
a l ike  formed a 
bu cket  l ine ,  yet  the i r 
e f fort s  proved  in 
va in  as  the  blaze 
consumed the  be l f ry. 
Wi th  a  terr ible 
groan,  the  great 
bronze  be l l  — cast  in 
1748 and rung  every 
hour  for  near ly  a 
century  and a  ha l f  — 
fe l l  through the 
bu rning  f loors ,  shat -
ter ing  upon the  f lag -
s tones  be low.

No  l ives  were  los t , 
though two were 
t r eated  for  smoke  in-
ha lat ion.  The  Rev-
ere nd El ias  Gray  has 
dec lared  the  tower  a 
tota l  loss  and ques -
t ions  l inger  a s  to 
wh ether  i t  wi l l  ever 
be  rebui l t .  Some 
wh isper  that  the 
s t r ike  was  no  mere 
a c t  of  nature ,  but  a 
s i g n  to  be  heeded.

St. Alwyn, Feb. 21 — IN THE SM ALL HOURS OF TUESDAY

MORNING ,  A VIOLENT STORM BESET OUR TOWN ,  BRINGING DREA DFUL

CALAMITY TO THE BELOVED CATHEDR AL OF ST.  ALW YN.  AT

A PPROXIM ATELY 2  :  17 A.M.  A BOLT OF LIGHTNING STRUCK THE BELL -
TOWER ’ S SPIRE ,  SET TING THE UPPER TIMBERS A FLAME.

REVEREND GRAY VOWS 
SERVICE TO CONTINUE 
IN PARISH HALL

D e sp i t e  t he  ruin ,  R eve re nd G r ay 
a s s ured  par i sh ione rs  tha t  d iv ine 
wor shi p  sh a l l  no t  be  suspend ed . 

Temporar y  be nch es  a re  be i ng  as sembl ed 
within  th e  par i sh  ha l l ,  w h e re  S unday’ s 
serv ice  w i l l  commen ce  und e r  l ampl i g ht . 
“Fa i th ,”  s a id  t he  Revere nd,  “need s  no 
towe r  to  b e  hea rd .”

Loca l  carp en te rs  have  volu n teered  t o 
erec t  a  modes t  l ec te rn ,  a n d Mrs .  Val e ’ s 
surv iv in g  c ho ir  book s  wi l l  furnish  t he 
hymn s.  D on at ion s  o f  blanke ts  a n d 
cand l es  are  reques ted  fo r  th e 
con g re g a t i on ’s  co mfort  in  t h e  ch i l l 
morning s  a h e ad .

TOWN COUNCIL 
CONVENES ON 
CATHEDRAL RUINS

A n em erg en c y  ses s ion  of  th e  S t . 
Alwyn  T o w n  Counci l  was  he l d 
We dnesday  even ing  in  the 

courtho use .  Al der man Croft  moved that 
fund s  be  a l l oca te d  t o  c l ear  d e br i s ,  wh i l e 
Mrs .  H a ve rsh am urged  that  the 
b lac k en ed s tone s  rem a in  as  a  me m o ria l . 
Enginee r  Th omas  Wy nn prese nted 
pre l im in ary  ske tches  for  a  t imbe r 
scaf f o ld  s ho ul d  r econ s truct ion  b e 
pursue d.

Debate  g rew s p ir i ted  w hen  Tr easu rer 
Boo th  warn e d  t ha t  th e  t o wn’s  c o f f ers 
could  i l l  be a r  the  expense .  A f i n a l  vot e 
was  post p o ne d  pen din g  t h e  Bishop’ s 
coun s e l .  In  the  me an t ime,  c ons t ables 
have  co rd on ed th e  n a v e  to  prevent 

so u venir - hunters  f rom 
dis tur bi ng  sacred  g r ound.

MYSTERY 
LIGHTS 
REPORTED 
OVER ST. 
ALWYN HEATH

S everal  farmers 
re turning  from 
market  claim to  have 

witnes s ed  pale blue 
illuminations  f l icker ing 
above the cathedral  sp ire 
long  af ter  the s torm had 
pas s ed .  One,  Mr.  Silas 
Green ,  avows  that  the glow 
pul s ed  in  rhythm,  “as  i f 
s ome heart  were s t ill 
beat ing  within  the ruin .” 
The cons tabulary 
at tr ibute s  the phenomenon 
to  re s idual  l ightning  or 
marsh  gas ,  y e t  whi sper s  o f 
divine portent  spread 
swif tly  among  the 

fai thful .

OBITUARY — 
MRS. AGNES 
VALE, CHOIR 
MATRON

I t  i s  w i t h  d e e p  s o r r o w 
t h a t  w e  r e c o r d  t h e 
p a s s i n g  o f  M r s .  A g n e s 

Va l e ,  a g e d  6 8 ,  b e l o v e d 
m a t r o n  o f  t h e  C a t h e d r a l 
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C h o i r .  T h o u g h 
t a k e n  b y  f r a i l t y 
l a s t  a u t u m n ,  h e r 
s p i r i t  s e e m e d  t o 
l i n g e r  i n  e v e r y 
h y m n  s u n g 
w i t h i n  t h e  o l d 
n a v e .  S h e  o f t e n 
r e m a r k e d  t h a t 
“ t h e  b e l l  k n o w s 
e a c h  n a m e  i t 
t o l l s  f o r . ”  H o w 
t r u e  h e r  w o r d s 
n o w  r i n g . 
I n t e r m e n t  w i l l 
o c c u r  F r i d a y  a t 
t h r e e  o ’c l o c k  i n 
t h e  c h u r c h y a r d 
b e h i n d  t h e 
s o u t h  w a l l .

✤ ✤ ✤

W EATHER

R E PORT

T e m p e r a t u r e  — 

| L o w  1 8 ° ,  H i g h  3 6 °  |  

W i n d  —  S W  g u s t s  

4 0  m p h  |  B a r o m e t e r  

—  S t e a d y

O u t l o o k

C l e a r i n g  s k i e s ;  

c o l d e r  n i g h t s  

e x p e c t e d .  

T r a v e l e r s  a d v i s e d  

t o  s e c u r e  l a n t e r n s  

a g a i n s t  h i g h  w i n d s  

o n  .  t h e  r i d g e  

r o a d s .
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EDITORIAL 
CORNER — A 
SIGN TO BE 
HEEDED

W e  o f  S t .  A l w y n 
a r e  a p t  t o  s e e 
c a l a m i t y  a s 

p u n i s h m e n t ,  o r  p e r h a p s 
a s  p u r i f i c a t i o n .  W h e t h e r 
H e a v e n  s p o k e  b y  t h u n d e r 
o r  m e r e  m i s c h a n c e 
k i n d l e d  o u r  t o w e r ,  i t  h a s 
l e f t  u s  a  q u e s t i o n :  s h a l l 
w e  r e b u i l d  s t o n e  u p o n 
s t o n e ,  o r  u p o n  s p i r i t ?

L e t  n o t  o u r  z e a l  t u r n  t o 
p r i d e .  L e t  t h e  a s h e s 
r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  f a i t h  m u s t 
b u r n  i n w a r d ,  e l s e  i t s 

t o w e r  s t a n d  h o l l o w.

LETTERS TO 
T H E 
E D I T O R

“ S I R ,  I  H E A R D  T H E 
B E L L’ S  L A S T  P E A L 

A N D  F E LT  T H E 
E A R T H  T R E M B L E 

B E N E A T H  M Y  F E E T. 
I T  W A S  A S  I F  S T. 

A LW Y N  H I M S E L F 
E X H A L E D  A  F I N A L 

B R E A T H .”  —  E.H., 
MARKET ROW

“TO THE GAZETTE: 
SHOULD WE RECA ST 

THE BELL,  LET ITS 
METAL BEAR THE 
NAMES OF THOSE 

WHO KEPT THE 
BUCKETS THAT 

NIGHT.” — J.T. ,  HIGH 
STREET.

ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES
M. J.  PR ITCH A R D & SONS, U NDERTAK ER S — P RO MPT AND DISCREE T SE RVICE  — COACH AND  PA LL 
AVAILA B L E DAY  O R N IGHT.

H AV ER SH A M’S A POTH ECA RY — TO NICS F OR NE RVE S &  NIGHT AIR S  — L A UDAN UM M IXT URE 1  SH I LL IN G 
P ER BOTTLE.

NOTICE OF STR AY M A R E — A BR OWN  MAR E,  WHI TE STA R ON  FOR EHEAD, L O ST  FRO M NORTH GAT E FIELD 
TUES DAY E VE .  R E WAR D O FFER E D.  CO NTACT  T HO MAS W Y NN, BLACK SMI TH.

ROOMS TO LET — T WO C HA MBER S A B OVE TH E  MILL INER ’S  SHOP,  WARM  FIRE AND MODES T VIEW OF 
SQUAR E.  ENQ U IRE  MR S.  D O OLA N .

SERMON FOR THE YOUNG
“ W h e n  l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e s  a  s p i r e ,  t h e  f l a m e  l e a p s  h e a v e n w a r d  —  b u t  t h e  b e l l  b e l o w  r i n g s 

f o r  t h e  l i v i n g .  T h u s  d o e s  t h e  L o r d  r e m i n d  u s :  e v e n  r u i n  m a y  b e  a  c a l l  t o  r i s e . ”

CLASSIFIEDS — HELP WANTED
PR I N T E R’ S  A P PR E N T IC E  WA N T E D ,  A P P LY  AT  T H E  G A Z E T T E  OF F IC E .

S E A M S T R E S S  F OR  C HOI R  ROB E S ,  M U S T  B E  A DE P T  W I T H  F I N E  L I N E N .

B OY  TO  T E N D  L A N T E R NS  I N  T H E  S QUA R E ;  WAG E  3  P E NC E  P E R  N IG H T .

CLOSING NOTE — THE BELFRY’S ECHO

A s  t h e  a s h e s  s e t t l e ,  t h e  s q u a r e  l i e s  u n n a t u r a l l y  s t i l l .  Ye t  t h o s e  w h o  p a u s e  b y  t h e 
r u i n s  s w e a r  t h e y  h e a r  a  l o w  r e s o n a n c e  b e n e a t h  t h e  w i n d  —  n o t  a  r i n g ,  b u t  a 
m e m o r y  o f  o n e .  T h u s  e n d s  t h i s  w e e k ’ s  e d i t i o n .  M a y  o u r  n e x t  b r i n g  n e w s  o f 

r e b u i l d i n g .
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